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NAINConnect 2009 —

“Experiencing the Spirit in Education: The Challenge of Religious Pluralism”
June 25-28, 2009, Kansas City, Missouri, at Unity Village
AVE THE DATE! Registration information will be available shortly.

Local Hosts: Greater Kansas City Interfaith Council and SpiritPath-Unity
Local Conference Co-Chairs:

Susan CookK, Greater Kansas City Interfaith Council &

Peter Laurence, Education as Transformation
NAIN Program Chair:

Barry Cooke, Multifaith Action Society of B.C.
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Many interfaith organizations provide interfaith education to the general public, and many educational
institutions have developed advanced multifaith programs.  NAINConnect *09 will bring together
representatives of these two environments to inform each other — to share stories, ideas and strategies for
interfaith education so that we can all become more effective.

We welcome proposals for workshops on exemplary interfaith education programs. To receive a Workshop
Proposal Form, please contact Peter Laurence, conference co-chair, at PeterL L @concentric.net.

NAIN Executive Board Midyear Meeting
Judy Lee Trautman, Communications Chair

The Executive Committee of the NAIN Board of
Directors and representatives of several Committees
met at Unity Village for a midyear Board meeting and
visit of the site of the 2009 NAINConnect. Attending
were Chair Bettina Gray, Treasurer Kay Lindahl,
Secretary Rob Hankinson, Membership Chair Mike
Goggin, Communications Chair Judy Trautman,
' Program Committee member Woody Trautman, Young
AT | Adults Committee Member Tracy Wells, and Local
YO Connect 2009 Chairs Peter Laurence and Susan Cook.
= I . ) §m : N

We discussed the 2009 Budget, some communications issues, Young Adult Committee progress in surveying
young adult attendees, and a Membership report.

il

We discussed designation of the NAINConnect 2009 as a Pre-Parliament event and ways for NAIN to be
present at the Parliament of the World’s Religions in Melbourne in December of 20009.

We briefly toured the facilities at Unity Village. The accommodations are very comfortable and the site is both
beautiful and very functional.

Prospective workshop proposals were discussed, as well as general program scheduling. There is a good
balance of opportunities to learn about good educational interfaith programs and opportunities for networking
between the educational sector and interfaith organization education initiatives.

Faiths Act — Tony Blair Foundation and Interfaith Youth Core
Submitted by April Kunze and Tony Shapiro, Interfaith Youth Core

Tony Blair announced the launch of the Faiths Act Fellowship to engage young people who will lead the way in
uniting religious communities in the fight against deaths due to malaria. In Spring 2009, thirty outstanding
young people will be chosen from the US, UK, and Canada to serve as inter-religious ambassadors for the
Millennium Development Goals in their countries. The Fellowship, launched by the Tony Blair Faith
Foundation, will be coordinated by the Chicago-based Interfaith Youth Core.

Eboo Patel, Executive Director of Interfaith Youth Core, said “We believe that young people will lead the way
in building inter-religious cooperation for the 21st century. The Faiths Act Fellowship is about producing
exceptional young leaders whose inter-religious leadership results in real impact on the lives of others. This is
the mission of Interfaith Youth Core.”

Faiths Act Fellows are between 18 to 25 years-old; live in the US, UK or Canada and have demonstrated an on-
going commitment to interreligious understanding, social justice and global service.

Organizations host Fellows. The Fellows need an organizational base to work from in their home countries. If
your organization’s mission overlaps with the work of the Faiths Act Campaign in the USA and Canada, you
can apply to host a pair of Faiths Act Fellows for the inaugural year. Complete details may be found at
www.faithsactfellows.org
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meet and walk together to public parks. There the covenantal Pledge might be recited.

3. Holding a national observance of the connection in Washington DC, at All Souls Unitarian Church, on
the evening of January 19. Speakers already confirmed: Vincent Harding, adviser to Dr. King; Rev.
Michael Kinnamon, National Council of Churches; Dr. Sayyid Syeed, Islamic Society of North America;
Rev. William G. Sinkford, Unitarian Universalist Association; Sammie Moshenberg, National Council of
Jewish Women; Rev. Joan Brown Campbell, Chautauqua Inst; Celeste Zappala, Gold Star Families for
Peace; Rabbi Michael Lerner, Network of Spiritual Progressives. Invited, Rev. Dr. James Forbes. This
event is being planned under the sponsorship of the Olive Branch Interfaith Peace Partnership. An order of
service is being prepared to be offered as a model to congregations around the country.

4. The networks brought together by this process continue to work together toward the realization of Dr.
King's vision.
REBIRTHING KING, REBIRTHING AMERICA: A PLEDGE ON JANUARY 19-20, 2009

On this rebirthing day , January 19, 2009, Martin Luther King's Birthday, on the eve of there coming into office
a new government to represent the American people, I join in covenant with other Americans: --

I commit myself to give a new birth in America and in the world to the vision of Dr. Martin Luther King, to call
ourselves and every nation now to develop an overriding loyalty to humankind as a whole, in order to preserve
the best in our individual societies;

I commit myself to work toward a world-wide fellowship that lifts neighborly concern beyond any tribe, race,
class, or nation; to call for an all-embracing and unconditional love for all humanity and for the web of life
upon our planet;

I commit myself to fuse power with compassion, might with morality, and strength with sight; to choose
nonviolent coexistence rather than violent co-annihilation; to speak for peace and justice throughout the world
— within and beyond our doors and shores.

I commit myself to take the following specific actions:

[For example: "I will work for a peaceful settlement of the Irag war and an end to US military presence there™;

""" I will write
my Senators about subsidizing railroads and solar/ wind energy instead of autos, coal, and oil™; "I will work
for the hospitality-for-the-homeless program in my church, synagogue, or mosque.™ Fill in as follows:]

I do this in the knowledge that tomorrow is today, that we are confronted with the fierce urgency of now. Now
let us begin. Now let us rededicate ourselves to the long, hard, and beautiful struggle for a new world.

(Signed)
Name)
Address

Phone/s Email

(Please send one copy of this pledge to:
Tent of Abraham, Hagar, & Sarah, 6711 Lincoln Drive, Philadelphia PA 19119)

(Please circulate this message as widely as possible.)



UNIITE Is Dissolved; CIE Continues
By Malcolm Nazareth

I'd like to share with the NAIN community the news that UNIITE dissolved as of 30 September 2008. The
Board resolution to dissolve the nonprofit can be found at the norhashimah.com website given below. The
Center for Interfaith Encounter continues its interfaith/intercultural mission.

Part of the legacy of UNIITE continues in the recently published "Health Care & World Religions” (HCWR)
booklet. It can be freely accessed or downloaded online.

This resource was created by UNITE so that health care personnel might better serve Somali Muslims, Lao
Buddhists, South Asian Hindus, Latina/o Christians, and Hmong. The booklet is precisely about honoring
culture while closing the gap.

UNIITE's "HCWR" booklet link is now available at the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota Foundation
website: http://www.bcbsmnfoundation.org/ It is under the News section. You can also find a link to the same
booklet at www.norhashimah.com/uniite or www.creativeartisticnuance.com/uniite At the latter two sites, after
you scroll down a little bit, you will find the link to the HCWR booklet just above the photo.

Right now I'm looking for enough orders to go in for a first reprint of the same booklet at a less expensive
printing press so that institutions and individuals, especially in Central Minnesota, will be able to purchase and
distribute copies in bulk and at a reasonable price. If you know anybody who may be interested, please direct
them to contact me as time is running out for a bargain price.

Malcolm & Mariani Nazareth, co-founding directors
Center for Interfaith Encounter, 819 N 14th St., St. Cloud, MN 56303, 320/230-6669
http://www.norhashimah.com/uniite/cie.html

Media Briefs
Judy Lee Trautman, NAIN Communications Chair and NAINews Editor

2009 Multifaith Calendar
Handy guide for planning all your interfaith events!

To order your 2009 Multifaith Calendar which identifies and explains
observances for 14 major world religions and 140 significant religious and
cultural occasions, go to: www.interfaithmarketplace.com or call
1.877.525.8883. This calendar is an excellent educational resource for:
faith communities, institutions, offices, and the family home. Retails for
$13.95 plus $4.00 s/h. For wholesale quantity discounts, click on the tab
along the top of the home page. Great for fundraising at pre-holiday
interfaith events!

MuLTIFAITH Calendar 2009
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KidSpirit Magazine
This unique quarterly nonprofit magazine by and for youth, was just named
a 2008 National Parenting Publications Awards (NAPPA) Gold winner.

In addition, KidSpirit has been singled as a NAPPA Top Pick in the Books
and Magazines category, indicating that the judges considered it
outstanding among the gold winners.

This fresh new magazine is comprised of an all-kid editorial board, and

" empowers kids eleven to fifteen years old to explore values, spirituality and
life’s big questions in an explicitly non-affiliated and inclusive forum.
KID SI‘)IRIT KidSpirit Magazine aims to offer a probing alternative for kids and parents
to the flood of commercial teen magazines.
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For further information about how to get a copy or to interview Founding Editor Elizabeth Dabney Hochman,
contact Marika Josephson at (760) 685-1883 or email her at info@kidspiritmagazine.com.

One Nation, Many voices Online Film Contest
Submitted by Souheila Al-Jadda | Associate Producer LINK TV

One Nation, Many voices is a really exciting opportunity to enter in a film
contest. It is a great way to participate in the interfaith movement. People
around the world are participating in the movement every day by sharing
stories of building relationships and coming together to build a better
world. This is an excellent opportunity to share your story.

irtieaeareesiitig There will be $50,000 in prizes, fantastic videos, and a whole new insight
s ‘d" ' “: into American Muslim life - including a special category for short films
--......:"" pds” about interfaith friendships.

Everyone in the U.S. regardless of race or religion, is invited to submit short videos illuminating the American
Muslim experience and the values-liberty and justice-upon which America was founded.

So grab a camera, visit the contest website at www.linktv.org/onenation for the complete Rules and
Regulations, and get filming! You could win some of the $50,000 in prizes. Every finalist wins a Flip Camera.
The deadline is December 31, 2008.

The Interfaith Manual

Edited from a submission by the Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Albert

At a Religious Diversity Day seminar on Sunday 11/9 at the University of California at
Irvine, ""The Interfaith Manual® was selected as the book of choice by the professors from
the various UC campuses teaching Interfaith and Comparative Religion.

THE
INTERFAITH The manual explores what 12 faiths believe about 40 different areas of life. It is written by

MANUAL a New Thought Minister and edited by Clergy from all 12 faiths. It is a 376 Page Paperback,

5-1/2” x 8-1/2” format, and Spiral Bound for Easy Copying.

For more information see http://www.rebootonline.org/IMflyer.pdf

ﬁ»‘&;« x L . o
T@@g Dr. Albert is with the Poway Interfaith Team, our newest NAIN member. He and his wife
@’&ﬁ@@ brought The Interfaith Manual to NAINConnect 2008.

Building Relationships And Hope By Building Homes
By Raheel Raza Director Raheel Raza Diversity Inc. / Forum for Learning

Earlier this year, when Judy Csillag, Director Community Outreach and
Partnerships for The Canadian Centre for Diversity asked me if I would like to
participate in a Women of Faith build for Habitat for Humanity, | said yes
with no idea of what this would entail. Little did |1 know that this would turn
out to be one of the most meaningful and unusual experiences of my life.

Since | came to Canada twenty years ago, there has always been an urge to
give back to this wonderful country that is my adopted land and that has given
me and my family a roof over our heads, jobs, security and most of all
freedom. | realize that many people don't have these luxuries in their native
lands or take them for granted in Canada.

So | volunteer wherever | can but the Habitat experience takes volunteering to a whole new level. Habitat has a
vision for a world where everyone has a safe and decent place to live. Their mission is to mobilize volunteers
and community partners in building affordable housing and promoting homeownership as a means to breaking
the cycle of poverty. To uphold the dignity of every human being, Habitat works with partnerships and a belief
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interaction with diverse women that made their day so meaningful. Helen Warner, Public Affairs Director for
Church of Latter Day Saints said "I find we have so much more in common than what separates us. Along with
homes, we are building relationships."

Naheed Khokhar from the Ahmaddiya community felt elated at what she called “a brilliant experience"” while
Valerie John from Council Fire expressed "this is the first time I'm doing something like this. It's so poignant
because it affects a real family so our work will live with them for as long as they reside in this house - it's a
generational thing." On generations, many women were interested in bringing their youth for a build and we
were told it's easy. They must be over 16, and ready to work one day from 08:30 to 4:30 (although | must boast
that as women, we finished early!)

Barbara Wilson, family outreach coordinator for Habitat informed me that most of the work at Habitat for
Humanity is volunteer and 60% of volunteers are women. Sally Wasserman, an energetic eighty something
Holocaust survivor, said "it's absolutely wonderful to be part of a community build. If I can contribute even one
nail it's worthwhile specially meeting all these wonderful women who | would not have met otherwise". | noted
emails and cards being exchanged, women giving each high fives and hugs. Gurwinder Gill who is Director
Diversity Services for William Osler Health Centre this was an experience of cultural diversity where women
crossed all boundaries of faith and culture putting aside biases in working together for a cause that touched all
of them. "It makes me optimistic that if there is a will, we can move towards peace."

For more information please visit: www.torontohabitat.ca. To organize a community build through Habitat for
Humanity, contact: Barbara Wilson, Family Outreach Coordinator. bwilson@torontohabitat.on.ca
<mailto:bwilson@torontohabitat.on.ca>

[The MultiFaith Council of NW Ohio has just completed its sixth MultiFaith Habitat for Humanity Build. One
of the encouraging aspects of working with Habitat has been the discovery that, while Toledo was the first
affiliate to do a tri-faith build in 2000, now there are an increasing number of communities doing interfaith
Habitat Builds. Contact your local Habitat for Humanity affiliate to inquire about an interfaith build near you.]

Faith-Based Initiatives...Again

George Stern, NAIN Board Member

[Rabbi George Stern is the Executive Director of Neighborhood Interfaith Movement (N1M), a coalition of 60 Christian, Jewish,
Muslim, and Unitarian congregations and faith institutions dedicated to building a more just and sensitive community through
learning, service, and advocacy. NIM is located at 7047 Germantown Avenue.]

Thanks to a recent statement by Barack Obama, “faith-based initiatives” are again in the news. The fact that his
comments managed to draw fire from both liberals and conservatives may well indicate that he’s onto
something.

It is simply not true, as some have claimed, that faith-based institutions could not receive federal, state, or city
dollars prior to the Bush Administration. They always could, and, in recent memory, always have. The

populations which Neighborhood Interfaith Movement (NIM), serves (I am the director) have benefited from
grants from all levels of government since well before the president established the faith-based initiatives

program. So have the clients of Catholic Charities, Jewish Children and Family Services, Lutheran Social

Services, Methodist Services, Episcopal Community Services (etc., etc. — you get the idea). What these agencies
have in common is that they are 501(c)(3) non-profits established to serve the community as a whole, acting out
on a daily basis the human values expressed by their faiths. But they are not attached directly to a congregation
and do not preach their faith or require clients to have any connection with any denomination whatsoever. They
serve all eligible people regardless of race, religion, ethnicity, or gender. They do not discriminate in hiring.
However, recognizing the connection between them and the religious body out of which they grew, they are
generally led by a member of that faith and provide certain targeted services to their faith’s clients (for example,
kosher food, Christmas celebrations). | consider these latter “accommodations” to be the minimum necessary to
meet specialized needs without jeopardizing the ability of the agency to serve all. Common sense trumps the
need for theoretical “purity” (even the wall of separation can be scaled, as long as the climbing is made difficult
and the end result essentially neutral), and millions of people get served without trampling on the Constitution.


www.torontohabitat.ca
mailto:bwilson@torontohabitat.on.ca
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Over the past few years, government grants (especially federal) have been given to individual congregations and
clergy groups that take an avowedly sectarian stance. By their own self-definition they cannot separate their
specific religious beliefs from the work they seek to do. So government has suggested various rules — some
would say contortions — to overcome anticipated legal objections. So, for example, a congregation can display
posters that advertise a particular religion or program, but workers cannot invite clients directly to the
advertised events. That may seem like an appropriate compromise (after all, how can you tell a church not to
have an events bulletin board?). But there is no rule that requires them to post religious events other than their
own (after all, would we really expect a church to advertise Jewish and Muslim services?). The fact that these
work-arounds are necessary demonstrates the existence of potential constitutional dangers. Furthermore, it is
my sense that the new groups that have gotten the “faith-based money” are precisely those whose theology

prevents them from starting “secular” 501(c)(3)s — or they would have done so years ago. Giving tax money to
such groups is bound, therefore, to raise constitutional issues. | must therefore conclude that this
Administration’s “faith-based initiative” was specifically intended to challenge the “wall of separation” — part
of an ingenious scheme to win elections and gain the power to appoint judges who would overturn progressive
constitutional interpretations like religion/state separation.

In his recent talk, Mr. Obama said, “If you get a federal grant, you can’t use that grant money to proselytize to
the people you help and you can’t discriminate against them — or against the people you hire — on the basis of
their religion.... Federal dollars that go directly to churches, temples and mosques can only be used on secular
programs.” To which Richard Cizik, vice president for governmental affairs for the National Association of
Evangelicals, responded, “For those of us who believe in protecting the integrity of our religious institutions,
this is a fundamental right.... He’s rolling back the Bush protections. That’s extremely disappointing.” To me
Cizik’s comment proves that “faith-based initiatives” were indeed meant to challenge the “establishment
clause.”

Is there a way to accommodate these religious groups? If they insist on maintaining recent practice, which
Obama and liberals oppose, | would say, NO. But the “old way” still exists: establishing a “secular” faith-based
non-profit like NIM or like those started by the various religious bodies mentioned above. It would be
interesting to consider whether constitutional issues might be avoided if there were a requirement that, if
sectarian groups wish to run programs under their congregational nonprofit status, they would have to join in
that endeavor with a group of congregations representing, say, three or more faiths, not all of which could be
Christian.

Rabbi Carl Choper, director of the Interfaith Alliance of Pennsylvania, recently stated, “It is a misuse of politics
and an abuse of religion for religion to become a political tool, or for the political system to become the tool of
a particular faith tradition.” Entangling the two does harm to both. While getting funds to “do good deeds” is
both tempting and admirable, doing so without regard to consequences is neither wise nor ethical.

Be Part of the World's Largest Interfaith Event
By Grove Harris, NAIN Board and Program Director for the Parliament of the World’s Religions

Melbourne, Australia -- December 3-9, 2009
p—_— Breaking news: the program submission deadline is now
! ' February 28, as is the early bird registration. The
’%“{”9 the eardh Australian dollar is very low right now, which gives a huge
discount on the registration at this time.
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Join us for the 2009 Parliament of the World's Religions

The Council for a Parliament of the World's Religions invites all people of faith, spirit and goodwill to
encounter the vast and rich diversity of the world's religious and spiritual traditions, and to take part in over 500
events including keynote addresses, seminars, conferences, dialogues, performances, concerts and exhibitions.
The 2009 Parliament will bring together more than 8,000 people from across the world, including renowned
spiritual, religious and political leaders.



Make a World of Difference: Hearing each other, Healing the earth

The theme of the 2009 Parliament underscores the opportunity for religious and spiritual communities and all
people to act on environmental concerns and take responsibility for cultivating awareness of our global
interconnectedness. Key topics of global concern will be addressed from religious and spiritual perspectives.
These include:

0 Healing the Earth with Care and Concern
Reconciling with Indigenous Peoples
Overcoming Poverty in a Patriarchal World
Securing Food and Water for all People
Building Peace in the Pursuit of Justice
Creating Social Cohesion in Village and City

o0 Sharing Wisdom in the Search for Inner Peace
CALL FOR PROGRAMS
http://www.parliamentofreligions.org/index.cfm?n=7&sn=6
Submit a proposal to present a program or presentation at the Parliament. The deadline for proposal submission
is February 28, 2009.

REGISTER TO ATTEND
http://www.parliamentofreligions.org/index.cfm?n=26

O O0O0OO0Oo

Register to attend the 2009 Parliament of the World's Religions in Melbourne, Australia. The deadline for early
bird registration is February 28, 20009.

BRING A GROUP OF STUDENTS
http://www.parliamentofreligions.org/index.cfm?n=6&sn=8

Offer a course leading up to the Parliament on the various topics and bring a group of students to Melbourne!
For more information on travel and course syllabi, please visit

www.parliamentofreligions.org

HELP ORGANIZE A PRE-PARLIAMENT EVENT
http://www.parliamentofreligions.org/index.cfm?n=6&sn=5
Consider hosting a Pre Parliament Event and join in the movement building up to the Parliament.

VOLUNTEER FOR THE PARLIAMENT
http://www.parliamentofreligions.org/index.cfm?n=6&sn=1
Offer your support and time before and during the 2009 Parliament.

REGISTER NOW AND SAVE $$$ DUE TO THE LOW AUSTRALIAN DOLLAR.
FOR MORE WAYS TO GET INVOLVED, VISIT www.parliamentofreligions.org
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300" Anniversary of the Coronation of the Eternal Guru of the Sikhs

Guru Granth Sahib model of religious pluralism - and the Turban for Peace.

By Ralph Singh, Director, Publications and Public Relations Gobind Sadan Institute and Society for Interfaith
Understanding

In October, Sikhs all over the world celebrated the 300"

anniversary of the “coronation” of our scripture, Guru

Granth Sahib. Guru Gobind Singh ji, the great enlightened

soul and warrior for truth, placed the scripture reverently on

his throne, bowed, and declared Guru Granth Sahib the

Eternal Guru.

What makes these 1430 pages of God’s praise so special, is
i \ that the Gurus of the time, included not just their own
Photo ~ Jathedar Giani Gurbachan Singh ji, Sri Akal Takhat Sahib, revelations, but also those of saints from all regions of the
center (the highest seat of Sikh authority) and Jathedar Giani Igbal i _ i i

Singh ji, Takhat Sri Harmandir Patna Sahib (birthplace of Guru Indlap sub cgntlnent. They may have been b_orn into a
Gobind Singh ji) left preside over Gobind Sadan’s celebration, where Muslim or Hindu home, or even a low-cast famlly, but they

for the first time ever, descendants of the major Saints included in gy God beyond the parochial confines of any one religion.
Guru Granth Sahib ji were assembled and honored. Dr. Rai Singh,

President of the Baba Virsa Singh ji Maharaj Memorial Trust offers a
momento.

When a Sikh (man or woman) opens the scripture, as we do twice daily to read our order for the day, we may
read the teachings of an eight or an 80 year old. So when we bow before the Guru with reverence and stand in
prayer, we are automatically taught reverence for all those who brought God’s message and to love and serve all
humanity regardless of their race or creed.

It is a blueprint for religious and cultural pluralism, compiled at a time when India was still a victim of terrorist
invaders from Afghanistan on top of the oppressive regimes and practices common to that day. Taken as gospel,
it becomes the road map for our life and provides a framework for our society. It inspired generations of selfless
servants, who lived by the message: Love God, work hard to earn an honest living, and share with those in
need. and Recognize all of humanity as one human race. and who laid down their lives to defend their country.
Truth, integrity, and impeccable character were their discipline.

Enter any Gurdwara and many Sikh homes, you’ll find a scene reminiscent of a king’s court: Guru Granth
Sahib is enthroned, bedecked with beautiful raiment, and devotees reverently waving a whisk over its Divine
presence.

If you like music, the entire 1430 pages are set to music, the melody and even the rhythm is noted at the
beginning of each verse. As Sikhs gather, devotional artists will sing the ragas, and the readings will continue
round the clock with devotees taking 2 hr. shifts, finishing in 48 hrs.

I had the privilege of living at the feet of a great Saint, Baba Virsa Singh, who embodied these teachings. No
matter what our scriptures teach, people have lost faith because no one lives up to them. Few even try. So it is
easy, as Bill Mahr has shown, to find an audience who scoffs at belief and dismisses miracles as myth. But
Babaji often said that he never met a true atheist, just people in search of answers. Fanatics were the real
atheists as they turn people away from God.

Gobind Sadan, Babaji’s community in India, is a living model of Guru Granth Sahib’s practical religion. A life-
size image of Jesus stands in a pristine garden, and a place honoring God’s covenant with Abraham stands

nearby. There is a mosque for the Muslim community; the sacred fires have burned continuously for 40 years,
and a pavilion where Lord Buddha and Maharvir welcome people to meditate. Miracles are everyday
occurrences and people of all walks of life, have learned to live and work and pray together. Land is developed
to create an economic base for the poor, and 7 days a week, Guru Granth Sahib is recited round the clock.

Closer to home, following Sept 11", our Gurdwara, north of Syracuse, N.Y., was torched by 4 drunken teens
who thought our turbans meant we supported Bin Laden. But while the 100 year old wooden structure was
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